STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR RODOLFO BENITEZ VERSON, PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF CUBA, ON BEHALF OF THE GROUP OF FRIENDS IN DEFENSE OF THE UN CHARTER, AT THE INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE ON THE REPORT OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN VENEZUELA. Geneva, June 26, 2026.

Mr. President:

I have the honor to read the following special communiqué issued today in Geneva by the Group of Friends in Defense of the UN Charter.

The members of the Group express their deepest condolences and their full support and solidarity with the government and people of the sister Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for the tragic loss of life, missing persons, thousands of injuries, and extensive material damage caused by the devastating earthquakes that struck several regions of the country on June 24.

The magnitude of this disaster demands an urgent and unconditional response of solidarity from the international community.

The members of the Group reaffirm their commitment to the values ​​of solidarity and international cooperation and stand with all Venezuelans during these difficult times, wishing them a swift recovery from this tragedy.

Thank you very much.
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