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1. The Cuban Government and People have
endured the longest economic blockade in
modern history as orchestrated by the
United States of America? What is the
secret behind the great resilience by the
Cuban people and govermment to this
blockade?

You have asked many mteresting questions. But before
I start answering them, let me recall that on 1 October
1960 Nigeria had independence and will
commemarate 60 years of independence, 1® October
next week, and 1 think this is a good time to
congratulate the Nigermn people and especially

Nigenan workers for the Independence Day. As you
know Cuba and Nigeria; we have a lot of historical and
cultural connections. A huge part of our population are
descendants from Nigena and so culturally speaking
every Cuban is also a descendant from Nigeria because
we have buge influence fram Nigera into our nation
and our population.

Let me start with the topic of the blockade. The
question on the blockade and how the Cuban people
have been able to persist all thase years, is a brilliant
question. First, | must state that the blockade is
conducted by the US government against the people of



Cuba. The blockade is not the omly thing thrown agaimst
the Cuban revodution, mther it is 2 punishment agaimst
the entire Cuban people by the USA government. We
leamnt from our leader, Fidel Castro, that there is a huge
difference between the USA government and the people
of the Unmed States. We are talking about a criminal
blockade from the LS government. So, when we talk of
blockade, we are talking about US government
blockade.

Secondly, they presenied the blockade as sanctions
agaimst the Government af Cuba. That is not true! All of
us Cubans are suffering from these sanctions = from
bsaittam #o s, from lefi to right from front to back. All of
s are under this very ciminal policy. A policy that has
many aspecis m terms of Commerce, in ferms of
Finance, m terms of Credit. So, really it is a wery
comprehensive policy based in numerous laws. And
even this week it has been reinforced omce again.
President Donald Trump has just announced that
Americans cannot skeep in Cuban hotels, and canmot
even have a private wisit io Cuba = those who get the
permission ip comes= they cannot go back to the US
taking with them Cuban Cigars and Cuban rum = two
Cuban products misch |ed by LS citizens.

We can assert thai the blockade is illegal. [t is not a
bilateral ssue as the defenders evoke. There & a
framework of laws and regulations made by the Antis
Cuban forces simce the 1960s, which were remfiarced
with two very important laws m the 1990s: Tomcely
Law and Helms Burton law. With this appeared the
extraterritorial character of the blockade, primed 1o bar
other countries from dealing with Coba. For example, if
there i a product that has up to a5 small as around 10%
of Amencan mw materials in i, such products will not
b allowed by the US govemment to be sold in Cuba.
Also, if your son or daughter, for instance, is smdying in
Cuba and you want io send money fo them, you cannot
use US dallars becanse your own money would be
frozen by achoms direcied and enforced by OFAC
((Mfice of Foreign Assets Control) to prevent the
entrance of LS dollars into Coba.

In recent momths during the Covids 19 pandemic, which

is affecting all the world, the American govemment has
not allowed many companies to deal with or sell o
Cuba, remforcimg a real persecution agaimst them. You
remember that at the beginming of the Covid<19
pandemic in Migeria, Alibaba group, a Chinese
comsortmm made donations to many countries including
Nigena, but im the case of Cuba the US govemment
prevented the entrance of the company carrying the
medical products. So, the Chinese company had to find
another way to deliver the supplies to Cuba. Even when
all the countries of the world are trying to practise
solidanty because of the seriousness of the Coivds1%
health emergency, US government is putting this kind of
extra punishmend on Cuhans.

Coming straight o the second part of your guestion, |
will say there are a number of reasons why we Cubans
have resised the blockade. The first ane & People's
engagement. Mo government can survive this kind of
criminal pressure from the biggest power of the world if
vou do not have the support of your population. And if
vour population is not consciously mmvolved in the
political process. Sa, for me this is the first key issue =
the Engagement of the Population. And the
engagement of the population & not becaunse vou havea
leader who says: “follow me”™. That can be a sarting
poini. You can follow a leader at the very beginning
because the person is charnsmatic but you will not follow
2 leadership for solid sty years if you are not convinced
that you hawe to be engaged m that socio=economic and
political process.

In Cuba, there is a primary connection between
leadership and the followership at the grassmoots. So,
there is a very conscious effort o follow up national
policies and we szek io bkeam from our own national
history. And our national history taught usthe pertmence
of unity. There is also unity amang the Cuban population
around some concepis and some ideas. This unity has
been reinforced by an Inclusive and Popular Policy on
Education. This & the second reason behmd the
resilienceof our people. In Cuba, we have a minimum of
ming years of education. There & no way in Cuba that a
child with capacity to learn cannot finalicre nine years of



education. Our education has given us enough capacity
to think by ourselves and o be able to develop. We try to
use the advice of science, technology and research to
give strong base to our development. For example, most
of the key drugs used in managng Covid«19 m Cuba
was of our own production. Not only are we able to
produce these drugs but also because several of these
drugs have come from the scientific efforts and results of
Cuban scientists.

Thardly, | cannot avoid to mention this poent. The third
reason is International Solidarity. The General
Assembly of the United Nations has condemned the
blockade and has called for a remaval of the blockade.
That happens every October year afier year, and if m this
occasion we have not yet presented the Resolution
dunng the 75 General Assembly of the UN, it is going to
be updated before its closure next year. The second
example are the countries and companics that are not
afruid of the blockade and continue to deal with Cuba. In

recent years, for example, a growing
number of companies are entenng our
Free Trade Zone at Maniel to expand
business in Cuba. Also, we have the
Solidarity movement of which the
Nigera Labour Congress bas been in
the forefront for many years now
condemping the blockade through
numerous press statements and
oddresses. We are grateful for this
solidarity. This is important in practical
terms and also m giving us a lot of
courage 1o push on because there are
same things you cannot do without
friends. We are happy that NLC has
been part of our struggles and proved
its protagonist rode organizing the 6*
African conference in solidarity with
Cuba on October 2019 m Abuja.

2. The United States of
America claims that the

for the blockade against the Cuban
people is the absence of democracy and
respect for human rights in Cuba. How do
vou describe the Cuban democracy and the

respect of haman rights in Cuba?
For us, there is no way you can do a revolution without
the people. A revolution withowt the support of the
people is no revolution. Period! This is as simple as it is.
Since the struggle against the Batista regime as yoo
mentioned, Fidel himselfhas been very concemed about
the participation of the people, and he made decisions
based on this conscious analysis. And that bas been 2
very important part of the histary of the Cuban peoples’
participation since the first days of the revolution. Fidel
is very popular foe his speeches but for us also we could
react to what Fidel was saying. He was always
interacting with the people. Mare than a speech, he was
making a conversation with us. And even sometimes
dunng his speeches, he would ask questions. And he was
able to read several questions that come to hem. So, that
created a space of comyadeship between him and the
masses. And this practice has continued through



different political structares in Cuba.

You said that we have been able to have transitions, we
always prefer to say that we have had a process of
continuity, There is a fact, dufferent people have occupied
different positions m government. But we say contmuity
because we all come from the same political persuasion.
Let me give you the most important recent example
about democracy in Cuba. Before, let me underline that
there is no way you can review cven a single sensitive
faw m Cuba that is not dscussed by vanous segments of
socicty affected by that law. When we produced our new
national comstitution, in every neighbourhood, every
social organization, at every working centre, we
discussed the constitution, The process was organised m
away that every single opinion was considered.

Your openion could appear in the final wniting or not.
Some ssues would not be taken because they did not
gamer the required consensus. The most important thing
of that discussion is that my contribution could be taken
or not but must be considered. Even if my contribution
was not included, it means that the one whose
contribution was taken had a contribution better than
mine. So, at the end, we produce a very strong
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constitution based on national consensus and we
appeove it through referendum.

Second is the ssue of elections. We practice a very
participatory election. The notion out there is that the
Cuban Communist Party participates in elections. No,
the Cuban Communist Party must not participate @
clections by law. The members of the National
Assembly méght be members or not of the Cuban
Communist Party but that is not the point. Nobody can
say because | am a member of the Cuban Commemist
Party vote for me. You would be breaking the electoral
law. It 15 the people who propose and elect the
candidates whether at the mamicipal or national level.
The municipal level is very important to us because
that s the hase of the Cuban democratic system.

So, i is the people that elects, and it is the poople that
can impeach. For us elections are very important, In
Cuba, it is children that protect the ballot. This
because we know that children have no bad thmking,
they are not corrupt, they are innocent and pure. So, if a
cheld says that someone has done something wroeg,
behieve the child. | can show you the pictures of Cuban
children defending the ballot box. Overall, the most

.
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impaortant thing for ws in Cuban democracy i people
participatian.

3. Despite the prolenged economic blockade,
the Cuban people and government has been
hle to build 8 very robost, effective and
service efficient healtheare system? What is

Cuba doing differently that the rest of the
wiorld meeds to learn from?

Motwithsiandimg the blockade against the Cuhan
people, we have medical missions deployed all over the
warld. The first medical brigade from Cuha was in May
1963 coincidentally with the creation of the
Organization of Afnican Union, in which people like
Kwame Nirumah, had a fundamental role. In a chat,
Ahmed Ben Bella, President of Algena, was telling
Fidel Castro that his country needed hwege medical
persannel resoarce. At that time Cuba had aboud G000
medical doctors and half of them lefi on the aftermath of
the Revolution mainly to places such as Unsied Staies.
But Fidel took a decision to send a team of 56 medical
persannel, most of them doctors to Algena. That was
the first Cuban Medical Brigade ax far a May 1963, it
came o the African soil.

A principle in the formation of a Medical Doctor in
Cuba, is that vou do not work only for science but also
for Conscience. So, the idea in Cuba i to work for the
people. Emesio Che Guevara, a greatest intemationalist
himself, and a medical doctor by profession & a soarce
af inspiration to many of car medical doctors. Health
and edscation are strong part of the basis for our socio=
economic and political system i Cuba.

A wery impariant siep in our intemational cooperation
came in X003, after the Katnina Humicane. Many people
m the US, especially blacks, were suffenmg and dymg
becamse of floods and other disasiers caused by the
humcane linked with lack of healthcare. Fided told the
US government that Cuba was ready to help. That led o
the establishment of the Henry Reeve [ntematiomal
Medical Brigade. The name was an honowr done to a
citizen of that country who lefi the Unied States 1o fight
alongside the Cubans during the fight against Spanish
colanization in the 19* century. The young American,
Henry Reeve, was ane of our cebebmted genemlbs dunng
that hiberation war. 5o, that was why we decided o
honour his memory by maming the Intemnational
Medical Bngade after him. Well, despite our sincere
and hest effaris, the US government refused our affer.
But it did not impeach Henry Reeve Brigade to go io
other countries.

The Ebola case & very touching. Nigeria was the only
country that managed its Ebola crsis very well with
minimal deaths and sick people and with #s own
capacities. The same was not the case i some other
African countries particalarly Seerra Leone, Guinea and
Liberia. 5a, the intervention of the Hemry Reeve
International Medical Brigade was very helpful in the
fight against Ebola. Thousands of Cuban volunieered io
come to Afnca to fight Ebola, even few of them refused
to fully disclose to thesr families that they were gomg
for such a dangerous mission. [tis noteworthy that only
one among them got infecied with Fhola disease and
when he recovered chose to go back to finaloe the
mission. This iells a lot about the quality of people we
hawe in Cuban healthcare system.

4. (M recent, the Henry Reeve Infernationsl
Medical Brigade is gaining & lot of accolades
im the glabhal arena owing to its
humanitarian missions. There is alse am
imtermational campaign o nominate Hemry
Reeve for a Nobel Prize Award, what is your
take on this?

li m an homour to be a member of the Cuoban



Medical Brigade. They do not anly work where you
have medical emergencies. They also work where
you have covironmental disasters. Currently the
Henry Reeve Medical Brigade have been deployed
to fight against Covidel9 in different pants of the
world. Their performance and the very humanistic
way they work with affected populations really
implied that they deserve such a poze.

At the same time, | can tell you that every Cuban
medical professional woeking in any pant of the
world are also fighting the Covide19 challenge.
Recently, we heard the story of a Cuban nurse who
was not a member of the Henry Reeve Medical
Brgade but received a case of o woman who had
Covidel9 and delivered before full term of the
pregnancy. They put the surviving child in an
incubator. The nurse had to perform the body to
bedy surface contact for the cheld which is a very
important process for the child to survive and the
small little baby survived. So, we are prowd of our
medical brigades all over the world not just Henry
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Reeve but our health workers in our Medical
Brigades all over the world.

& Given the current struggle for affordable
energy in Nigerin, what is the state of access
to public utilities especially electricity and
petrol in Caba? Do you have refineries? Are
they working? How affordable is your petrol
und electricity?

In answering this question, | must state that the Caban
people have elected “Socialism Forever™ as a way of
life. Our leaders always tell us that their majoe problem
ts how 10 make sure that every Cuban benefit something
from every public resource available to Cuba. This s
the reason why the commanding heights or magor public
sectors are managed by the government including our
Power and Ol Sectors.

We have a Power Company that has been able to make
electncity available to most parts of the country. We
have about 96% of clectricity access. The remaining
parts are those in hard to reach terrams. And for those
anes, we are deploying solar power in a collective way
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of access. Our power sectoc relies heavily on il and
gas. So, we rely much ca the import of oil and gas.

In line with our social policy, we have different tranche
of payment. For the population if you use a little power,
you are put in the first trunche with a lot of subsidy from
government and if you consume higher you enjoy lower
subsidy or none according 10 2 scale list, if you overpass
the average figure you have to pay extra on no subsidy
basis.

In the state sector, there is a [mmit of power that you can
use s0 you have to adjust your plans that you don't
overreach your subsidy cedlmg, so, you have w0
organize your work, production or activities according
to that m ocder not 1o exceed your himits. If you do so,
then you have 1o cover your needs paying higher tanffs.
Since last year, we bave been under a very harassing
poficy from the US Government regarding smports of
ol and gas. We still have the bite of the blockade where
even companics that want to supply cel to Cuba are
tumed back. So, it has been like a magic for us to get the
quantity of oil to keep up with our energy needs. Apart
from importing finished refined petroleum products, we
also try to refine as much as possible because we have
some oil and gas which s not enough for natonal
consumption. When you refine cnude oil, i is cheaper to
impoct, and helps in creating jobs. It also helps in
helping you to achieve your own selfssufficiency. Sa, it
is good to refine your own crude oil and pant of our
encrgy neads we Emport.

6. Finally, what lessons can the rest of the
warld learn from the Cuban Revolution in
terms of popular participation, efficient use
of public resources and political stability
especially in comparison with other Socialist
States as Venezuela?

Our national policy is that of nos-mterference. We
believe that you allow the people of a country 1o shape
and determine thewr own destinies. The last word by
every country must be given by the people of the
country themselves. This is the reason we cannot
determine for Nigenans what they want to do in their
own country. It is up to them.

So, for Venezoela, it is wrong to tell Venezuelans, “thes
is your Pressdent™ « that is wrong. That is interference.
They are baving their legislative clections in December
this year according to their constitution and Electoral
Law which have been approved by their people. [ there
is one country that has been able to conduct as many
clections in recent years, it is Venezuela. So, why do
you have to dictate to them how to conduct their own
elections. Owr position 1s to respect their preference. If
they decide to make 2 change, it would be their choxce
and they should be allowed to make that change, if they
decide to continue their political process, the
Bolivaran revolution, that will be also their own
sovereign decision. Our relationship with them s very
good and we will continue with that.

Each country has its own experience. At the same tsme,
we are always ready to share our own expenence and
know-how with other countries.

Comrade Echezona Asuzu Presenting to the

Ambassador NLC Letters Supporting The Nomination of

Henry Reeve International Medical Brigade for
Nobel Price



